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and....ACTION!!

On May 21st the Vernon Military History Society opened the doors
to our temporary exhibit. We are very happy with the support we
have received from the local community.
The board's decision to open this exhibit was not made lightly,
knowing the cost and potential obstacles due to COVID. But, the
benefits of opening versus not opening made the decision much
easier. The Vernon Camp has an extensive history and in displaying
some of this history we are able to keep the memories alive for
young and old.
The Winged Lightning Bolt Exhibit is located in the Sun Valley Mall,
3334 30 Ave, Unit 110. Entrance is from the side of the building on
34 Street.
Free parking for the exhibit at the rear of the building off of
Coldstream Ave.
Thank you to all of our sponsors, donors and volunteers for making
this possible.
Sponsors
Construction Drilling Inc.
Fastik Labeling and Packaging
Leslie Davis (Col J.Fred Scott's Granddaughter)
Kalamalka Rotary Club
Donors
899 Wing RCAFS
Tim Horton's Vernon
Greater Vernon Museum and Archives
Five Star Awards

Graham and Maria Brunskill
The Man Shed of Vernon
Lisa Devine
Howard Verner Hisdal
Maj(ret'd) Reg Tweten
Volunteers
Francois Arsenault
Lisa Devine
Dan Emde
Mitch Steck
Corey Schultz
Wayne Emde
Dale Dickie
Eric Otto
Sponsorship for two displays are still available. For more
information on how to sponsor a display please contact Maria

Support the Exhibit

Book a Virtual Tour!
With the restriction on travel the staff and volunteers at the
museum and exhibit have been working out the bugs on providing
virtual tours. Even as some of our travel restrictions lessen, not all
of us are comfortable or able to travel to the area to see the exhibit
or the museum. Virtual tours of the exhibit can be booked online.
We are hoping to be able to offer Virtual tours of the VCCM here in

the near future.

Book a Tour

From our Kit shop.
Your very own VD.
Collected from different areas of the camp, you can now own a little
bit of VCTC.
Click on the photo for more information.

FROM THE KIT SHOP

This 1943 photo of the officers
mess is one of the many photos
of the battle drill school housed
at both the GVMA and VCCM.
GVMA # 4472

Still standing today, the officers
mess is one of the few
constructions on the ranch from
the battle drill school that can
be viewed today.
Photo by F. Arseneault

Read more about the history of the Camp

Welcome aboard

Joining us through the Young Canada Works program this summer
is Darrah Brydges. Darrah will be working as our Archive Assistant
and we are excited to be welcoming her to our staff as of June 1,
2021. Darrah comes to us with a BA with a major in history and
minor in political science. While she herself was never a cadet at
the camp her mum was. Darrah is very excited about working with
the museum staff this summer.

Become a Member

Members Page

This Months featured Alumni is
LCol D.B. Walton

Lieutenant-Colonel D.B. Walton passed away on
May 4, 2021 in Vernon British Columbia

Lieutenant-Colonel D.B. Walton was born in Brandon, Manitoba on
16 June, 1936. As a young man he enjoyed all sports, especially
hunting, curling and the handyman projects with his dad.
He began his military career in the Canadian Army Reserve in
Brandon in 1950 when he enlisted in the 26th Field Regiment, RCA
at the age of 14. In 1960, he joined the Canadian Army Regular as a
direct entry Second Lieutenant. At a teen dance in Brandon
Manitoba, Doug met the love of his life, Doreen; they were married
in 1961.
Initially assigned to the Second Regiment, Royal Canadian Horse
Artillery (2RCHA), Lieutenant-Colonel Walton served with that unit
and 3 RCHA in Winnipeg, Germany, Wales and a variety of
appointments until 1967. In 1967 he was promoted to the rank of
Captain and posted to the Royal Canadian School of Artillery in
Shilo, Manitoba as a student on the Artillery Officers' Staff Course.
Upon completion of the course in 1968 he remained at Shilo as an
Instructor-in-Gunnery.
From 1969 to 1970 Lieutenant-Colonel Walton served with the
British Army in Wales. During this tour of duty, he took part in
gunnery trials with the newly introduced Rapier Air Defense
Weapons System. In 1970 he returned to Canada as a student at
the Army Staff College in Kingston. Upon graduation from Staff
College in 1971, Lieutenant-Colonel Walton was posted to the
Canadian Airborne Regiment in Edmonton and while in the rank of
Captain held the position of Deputy Commanding Officer 1 Airborne
Battery and later as Regimental Adjutant. Upon promotion to the
rank of Major in 1974, he was appointed Commanding Officer 1
Airborne Battery and during the war in Cyprus in the summer of
the same year deployed with the Battery to that location as part of
the United Nations Augmentation forces. While in Cyprus he
commanded troops at the Nicosia International Airport Sector.

In 1976, Lieutenant-Colonel Walton left the Canadian Airborne
Regiment to become
Deputy Commanding Officer 1 RCHA in Lahr, Germany. He returned
to Canada in
1978 and after a brief posting to Ottawa, was promoted to the rank
of LieutenantColonel. He then returned to 1 RCHA as its Commanding Officer
from 1979 to 1981. Lieutenant-Colonel Walton was appointed to the
Order of Military Merit in the Grade of Officer in 1979.
In July 1981, Lieutenant-Colonel Walton assumed appointment of
Commandant of the Artillery School at the Combat Training Centre,
Canadian Forces Base Gagetown, NB. This was followed in 1983
with a year's duty in Kingston at the Canadian Land Forces
Command and Staff College as a member of the Directing Staff. He
was promoted to the rank of Colonel in 1984.
In 1984 Colonel Walton became Chief of Staff Atlantic Militia Area in
Halifax, NS,
and in 1986 moved to Ottawa to become Director of Artillery. In
August, 1988 he became Base Commander Canadian Forces Base
Shilo and upon his retirement from the Regular Force in June 1992
became a member of the Supplementary Ready Reserve.
Retiring in 1991, Colonel Walton moved to the Vernon area and
built a home in Coldstream. Skiing and other retirement activities
like golfing were not the only things to occupy his time. In 1993
Colonel Walton was appointed Chairman for the Okanagan Zone of
the Army Cadet League of Canada. In May 1994 he was called out in
the rank of Lieutenant- Colonel to become the Commanding Officer
of the Vernon Army Cadet Camp for the summers of 1994 - 97, later
becoming the Honorary Colonel of the British Columbia Dragoons.
Colonel Walton took his last salute in the summer of 2019 at the
sunset parade as the troops marched off. He is survived by his wife

of 50 years, Doreen, his son Jack (Tracy) and his granddaughters
Kerry and Shannon (Colton) along with his nephews: Brian, Steven
and Robert. He is remembered by officers and cadets as a mentor,
leader and friend.

The current commanding officer of the Vernon Cadet Training
Centre
and four others take the March Off Salute in 2019.
From left to right:
LCol Miroslav Novak, LCol(ret'd) Lyle Johnson, LCol(ret'd) Fern
Daigneault, Capt(ret'd) Denis Dufresne, Col(ret'd) Doug Walton
Photo by Wayne Emde

2010 Minster of Veterans Affairs Commendation presentation.
Click here to read more

Col Walton, LCol Johnson, LCol Dengis, LCol Kopan
Photo taken July 8, 2010
Photo by Wayne Emde

2011 Vernon Army Cadet Training Centre vs Vernon Golf and
Country Club Annual Tournament.
Photo by Wayne Emde

Know some one who you feel should be featured as our Alumni of
the month?
Please contact the Operations Manager and let us know.
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