7/20/2020

April Newsletter

Volume 3 / Issue 3

Meet the Board

April 2020

Our Second AGM is around the corner.
On April 15th at 1830 the Vernon Military History Society will hold their second AGM.
At this time we will be conducting it by telephone only.
The Society is excited to introduce you to the current board of directors.
Mitch Steck took on the role of president
of the board in 2016. In 2018 with the
Vernon Military History Society Mitch
also took on the role of Executive
Director to the Museum.
While Mitch was never an Army Cadet
he started attending Vernon Cadet
Training Center in 1999 as an officer.
Read more about Mitch
President of the Board and
Executive Director
Mitch Steck

Maria Brunskill started working with
Francois Arsenault in 2013 fundraising
for the museum. In 2015 with the
insertion of the board she has been
working side by side to assist in the
development of the museum.
While Maria was never an Army Cadet
https://ca.keela.co/eblasts/dLis35Pg4xBCFXRG4
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she started attending Vernon Cadet
Training Center in 2007 as an officer
with Field Engineering.
Read more about Maria

Vice President and Operations Manager
Maria Brunskill

Lisa has been a volunteer with the
Vernon Cadet Camp Museum since
2015 joining the board when asked if
she was interested. Since 2018 Lisa
has taken on the role of secretary for the
Vernon Military History Society.
Read more about Lisa

Society Secretary
Lisa Devine
Corey has been a volunteer with the
Vernon Cadet Camp Museum since
2015 joining the board when asked if he
was interested. Since 2018 He has
taken on the role of treasure for the
Vernon Military History Society.
https://ca.keela.co/eblasts/dLis35Pg4xBCFXRG4
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Treasure
(James) Corey Schultz

Wayne Emde is a retired
English/Journalism/Photography teacher
who served as the Public Affairs Officer
at Vernon Cadet Training Centre from
1983-2017.
In 2018 he was asked and accepted the
position of media officer for the Cadet
Museum.
Never a cadet, Wayne was a reservist
with the Canadian Scottish Regiment
and first visited Vernon during an
exercise in 1961.

Press Manager
Wayne Emde

https://ca.keela.co/eblasts/dLis35Pg4xBCFXRG4
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Brad Malchuk joined the board of
directors for the Vernon Military history
society October of 2019.
Brad attended Vernon Army Cadet
Camp in 1978 through 1983.
Continue reading about Brad

Director at Large
Brad Malchuk

Graham Brunskill started with the board
in 2015.
Graham's first year at the Vernon Cadet
Training center as a cadet in 1977 1982.
Continue reading about Graham

Director at Large
Graham Brunskill
Francois was a founding member of the
VACC Alumni Association in 1993 and
was extensively involved in both the
1994 and 1999 Vernon reunions.
Francois, staff of the Greater Vernon
Museum and other volunteers developed
the Vernon Cadet Camp Museum at the
cadet training centre in 2013.
https://ca.keela.co/eblasts/dLis35Pg4xBCFXRG4
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Continue reading about Francois

Director At Large
Francois Arsenault
Dale joined the Vernon Military History
Society in April of 2019.
Dale designed and built the H10
diorama that is currently in the badge
room at the Vernon Cadet Camp
Museum.

Director at Large
Dale Dickie

This year the following positions are up for reelections: Present of the Board and
Treasure. To find out more about the roles and responsibility of these positions
please visit the members only page. The nomination forms can also be found on this
page.

Become a Member

https://ca.keela.co/eblasts/dLis35Pg4xBCFXRG4
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With our opening day around the corner we are working hard to get the museum
years for its visitors. Check out whats new at the kit shop.
Look at the sales we have ALL books 15% off month.

Kit Shop

https://ca.keela.co/eblasts/dLis35Pg4xBCFXRG4
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Donate Today

This months featured cadet is
Major (retired) James Byron Stanton

https://ca.keela.co/eblasts/dLis35Pg4xBCFXRG4

7/11

7/20/2020

April Newsletter

Jim Stanton joined 2291 Loyal Edmonton Regiment (L Edmn R) Army Cadets in
Vegreville, Alberta, in 1953, at 14. The Commanding Officer was Capt. Ken Duggan,
a high school history teacher and an RCAF veteran of the WW II Burma campaign.
https://ca.keela.co/eblasts/dLis35Pg4xBCFXRG4
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In 1954 he attended the Driver Mechanics (D&M) Course at Vernon Cadet Trades
Training Camp. His Platoon Commander was Lt. Archie Stacey, BC Regiment
(DCO) who retired as North Vancouver city firefighter and is a former CO of the
Regiment.
On D&M the cadets learned how to repair and drive jeeps, ¾ ton trucks, 3-ton
International stakes - even though many were not yet legal driving age. They went on
long convoy trips throughout the Okanagan Valley and qualified as certified
Canadian Army driver mechanics.
In 1955, Stanton attended the Senior Leader Course, still following the syllabus of
the old Infantry Basic Training course. The cadets learned section and platoon
tactics, day and night patrolling and spent hours on the ranges firing the .303 Enfield
rifle, the .303 Bren gun, 9 m.m. Sten guns and were taught how to prime and throw
the #36 hand grenade. They qualified as a trained Canadian Army group One
Infantryman.
Stanton was selected for the Honour Guard which proudly marched in the Penticton
Peach Festival, Vernon Days parade and the Kelowna Regatta carrying .303 rifles,
bayonets affixed and wearing white pith helmets. Stanton said, “It’s interesting to
note that we traveled to these events standing up in the back of open 3-ton trucks.
Cannot see that happening today. Also, I don’t remember any enroute bathroom
breaks!”
Stanton qualified as a Master Cadet and a Cadet Lieutenant in 1956 and was
selected to attend the Banff National Cadet Camp (BNCC) in Banff, Alberta. The
cadets assembled in Vernon two weeks before the Banff course to be issued
uniforms and train as a team.
Stanton remembers that BNCC was great fun. “The highlight was when we spent a
week in the mountain camp where we learned how to rappel, traversing techniques,
field craft and map and compass reading. This culminated in a three-day crosscountry mountain trek.”
In 1957 he returned to Vernon as a Loyal Edmonton Regiment Reserve Army call-out
Corporal and worked with a platoon of Junior Leaders.
The fall of 1957, he attended Officer Candidate School at the Royal Canadian
School of Infantry, in what was then called Camp Borden (now CFB Borden).
On graduation, in 1958, he joined 2nd Bn PPCLI as a 2 Lieutenant, in Edmonton’s
Griesbach Barracks. While with the 2 Bn, he qualified on the Basic and Advanced
parachute courses, Advanced Infantry mortar (81 m.m. and 4.2 inch tubes) and the
US Ranger Course.
2 PPCLI was a parachute battalion as part of the Defense of Canada Force. They
spent many winters on parachute exercises in the Canadian Arctic and Alaska. One
highlight was parachuting into Nome, Alaska on a cold February morning when the
temperature was -65°C. Stanton stayed with the regular and reserve Forces until
https://ca.keela.co/eblasts/dLis35Pg4xBCFXRG4
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1984 retiring as a Major.
Stanton maintained his cadet connections as C.O. of the BNCC Mountain School in
1964, Adjutant BNCC 1965, Adjutant Vernon Cadet Camp 1966 and C.O. of 1809 L
Edmn R Cadet Corps in Edmonton from 1978-1984.
“I have had a life-long commitment to supporting our troops. I am a member of the
Canadian Legion, PCLI and Airborne Association. I was one of the founding
members of Honour House BC that provides no cost accommodation for veterans
and their families who are receiving medical treatment in Vancouver.”
Stanton initiated a program in the City of Vancouver, Labrador City and Wabush,
Labrador that saw the Legion poppy placed on city street signs that commemorate
Canadian war heroes and battles.
When he lived in Vancouver, he was an active member of the Remembrance Day
Ceremony Committee and was the media spokesperson on behalf of the
Committee.
In 2013 Stanton received the Minister of Veteran’s Affairs Commendation for his
long-term veteran support commitment.
“I am currently working on a book about my father’s experiences in WW II with
emphasis on his time spent as a Prisoner of War following the disastrous raid on the
French town of Dieppe in 1942. I still maintain contact with some of my friends from
cadet days including Bill Summersgill whom I have known since D&M in 1954.”
In civilian life, Stanton has been the President of Stanton Associates, an
internationally recognized emergency planning firm since 1995.

1956 Western Command
Master
Cadets at Vernon, second
from left, rear row

1957 Junior Leader
Course, fourth from right
in front row..

Officer Cadet Stanton,
Royal Canadian School of
Infantry

If you or someone you know should be featured as the cadet of the month contact
the Operations Manager.
https://ca.keela.co/eblasts/dLis35Pg4xBCFXRG4
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Sign up for the Newsletter
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You are receiving this email as a b enefit of memb ership in the Vernon Military History Society or Vernon
Cadet Camp Museum.. You’ve received this email within compliance to CASL. You have either provided
express consent, or implied consent has b een derived under CASL regulations.
Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can unsubscribe from this list.
Our mailing address is:
1205 25 Avenue, Vernon, British Columbia, Canada, V1T 7L5
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